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THE UNIVERSITY COAT-OF-ARMS AND BANNERS

In 1890, at the request of Leslie Lyle Campbell, Class of 1887, Professor W. G. Brown designed a white 
silk banner bearing the words Washington and Lee University embroidered in gold letters on a blue scroll. 
Below the scroll was a composite shield made up of heraldic elements from the coats-of-arms of the Washington 
family and the Lee family. The shield has survived the years, but the original banner has not.

Before 1903, Professor Brown designed a full coat-of-arms with crest and motto. The black raven 
rising out of the golden ducal coronet comes from the Washington crest. The upper left quarter of the arms 
depicts an open book with an injunction from I Thessalonians to test all things. The upper right quarter 
exhibits the arms of Washington of Sulgrave, and the lower left quarter the arms of Lee of Coton. The arms 
in the lower right quarter are those of Astley of Staffordshire, and signify a marriage between the Lee and the 
Astley families. The motto, non incautus futuri, based on a phrase from Horace’s Satires and translated “not 
unmindful of the future,” comes from the Lee family arms.

In 1998, in celebration of the 250th anniversary of the University, David D. Brown, Law School Class 
of 2000, designed four banners that draw upon the original heraldic design of 1890. The new University 
banner is a revised version of  the design by Professor W. G. Brown. The banners for the College, the Ernest 
Williams II School of Commerce, Economics, and Politics, and the School of Law derive their separate designs 
from the University banner.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE

A mace is a ceremonial staff and a symbol of authority. The mace is carried by the Marshal to denote 
that the University is in session. It was designed in 1951 by Marion Junkin, Class of 1927 and Head of the 
Department of Fine Arts, and carved by Mary Barclay, a member of the staff of the Alumni Office, from a 
150-year-old walnut beam taken from the old Lexington firehouse. The University coat-of-arms is carved on 
opposite sides of the urn-shaped head and painted silver, blue, red, and gold. Below the arms are the scroll 
and the motto. Atop the mace are the coronet and raven from the University crest.

ACADEMIC COSTUME

In the procession of the Faculty, guests will see a variety of academic costumes. The design of the 
gowns has evolved over centuries from medieval origins. Most of the costumes seen today represent the Juris 
Doctor degree.

Traditionally, the doctoral gown is black, has full sleeves gathered at the wrists, velvet bars on the sleeves 
and velvet panels on the front. The colors on the hood, which is worn around the shoulders, designate both 
the degree earned by the wearer and the university that awarded it. The gold tassel on the hat is another sign 
that the wearer holds a doctoral degree. Over the years some universities have adopted gowns in colors that 
complement their hoods.

The Flags

The international flags on display represent the graduates from Canada, Germany, India, Iran, Kenya, 
People’s Republic of China, Republic of Korea (South Korea), Republic of Zimbabwe, and the United States 
of America. The University is grateful to the family of Douglas Panzer, Class of 1998 and Class of 1999, for 
its generosity in providing the flags.



THE COMMENCEMENT
ORDER OF EXERCISES

ACADEMIC PROCESSION

INVOCATION	 Elder Douglas Chris Harter

		  Former Pastor and Youth Minister for the Seventh Day Adventist Church
		  in British Columbia, Canada

WELCOME	 Kenneth P. Ruscio	
		  President of the University

REMARKS AND PRESENTATION	 Rodney A. Smolla

     OF DEGREE CANDIDATES	 Dean of the School of Law

CONFERRING OF DEGREES	 Kenneth P. Ruscio

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS	
		  The Right Honourable The Lord Phillips of Worth Matravers, PC
		  Senior Lord of Appeal in Ordinary
		R  ecipient

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER	R odney A. Smolla

REMARKS TO THE GRADUATES
		  The Right Honourable The Lord Phillips of Worth Matravers

PRESENTATION TO The Right Honourable The 
     Lord Phillips of Worth MatraverS	 Rodney A. Smolla

		  G. Calvin Awkward III, President, Law Class of 2009
		  Kate M. Loudenslagel, Vice President, Law Class of 2009

REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT	 Kenneth P. Ruscio	

MEMBERS OF THE BRASS 5
Gerald Pope, trumpet; Chris Magee, trumpet; Russell Nelson, horn; 

Tom McKenzie, trombone; Robert Chernault, tuba 

VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE Pipes
Laird Bryant and Alexander Crow
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Master of Laws

Yinghui Chen

	 Beijing, China
	 University of International Relations
		  LL.B., 2008

Peggy Fiebig

	 Berlin, Germany
	 University of Erlangen-Nurnberg
		  First State Law Exam, 1996

Ran Ji

	 Beijing, China
	 Jilin University
		  LL.B., 2007

Constantine Kureva Mkinya

	 Phoenix, Arizona
	 University of Zimbabwe
		  LL.B., 1991

Elizabeth Wambui Njuguna

	 Nairobi, Kenya
	 University of Nairobi
		  LL.B., 2004

Juris Doctor

Nicholas Vincent Albu

	 Cary, North Carolina
	 Appalachian State University
		  B.A., 2005

Clifford Joseph Ashcroft-Smith

	 Conroe, Texas
	 University of Texas, Austin
		  B.A., 2004

George Calvin Awkward III
	 Accokeek, Maryland
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2006

Austin Duff Basten

	 Lynchburg, Virginia
	 Emory University
		  B.B.A., 2003

Virginia Anne Bell

	 Charleston, South Carolina
	 College of Charleston
		  B.A., 2005

Kathleen Shea Blaszak

	 Fairfax, Virginia
	 Duke University
		  B.A., 2005

Brian Mark Bleck

	 Albuquerque, New Mexico
	 University of New Mexico
		  B.A., 2005

Nicole Christine Bright

	 Reading, Pennsylvania
	 Franklin and Marshall College
		  B.A., 2005

Jessica Lauren Burke

	 Hanover, New Hampshire
	 Boston College
		  B.A., 2005

Patrick Nicholas Caldwell

	 Washington, District of Columbia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2005



Jonas Aaron Callis

	 Roanoke, Virginia
	 Lynchburg College
		  B.S., 1998

Joseph Stephen Camden

	 Forest Hill, Maryland
	 University of Maryland
		  B.A., 2003

Matthew Stewart Cathey

	 Augusta, Georgia
	 Mercer University
		  B.B.A., 2006

Sepideh Chaichi Khansari

	 Murfreesboro, Tennessee
	 Middle Tennessee State University
		  B.S., 2003

Michael James Chiusano

	 Medford, New Jersey
	 Princeton University
		  A.B., 2004

Travis Grahn Cushman

	 Gainesville, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2005

Meghan Moses Deal

	 Charleston, West Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2006

Ryan Matthew Decker

	 Randallstown, Maryland
	 Wake Forest University
		  B.A., 2006

Katherine DeForest

	 Buffalo, New York
	 Middlebury College
		  B.A., 2003

Vincent Anthony Dongarra

	 Lexington, Virginia
	 Mississippi State University
		  B.A., 2001

Crystal Leigh Doyle

	 Old Saybrook, Connecticut
	 Johns Hopkins University
		  B.A., 2004

Jane Jinou Du

	 Plano, Texas
	 University of Texas, Austin
		  B.S., 2006

Michael P. Duffy

	 Enfield, Connecticut
	 California State Univ., Los Angeles
		  B.S., 2006

Andrea Emerson Dunuwila

	 Manlius, New York
	 Johns Hopkins University
		  B.A., 2006

Shani Rosanne Else

	 Alexandria, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.S., 2004

Daniel Hackett Ennis

	 Fallston, Maryland
	 Furman University
		  B.A., 2006

Evelyn Espinoza

	 El Paso, Texas
	 University of Texas, El Paso
		  B.A., 2006

Michelle Lynn Evans

	 Springfield, Virginia
	 Virginia Tech
		  B.S., 2006

Berit Louise Everhart

	 Alpharetta, Georgia
	 University of North Carolina
		  B.A., 2005

Jason Philip Fancher

	 Jacksonville, Florida
	 University of Florida
		  B.S., 2006



Leigh Anne Faugust

	 Berryville, Virginia
	 University of Maryland
		  B.S., 2006

Courtenay Clarke Fisher

	 Baltimore, Maryland
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2002

Eric William Flynn

	 New York City, New York
	 Vanderbilt University
		  B.A., 2006

Rachel Marriner Flynn

	 Columbia, South Carolina
	 University of South Carolina
		  B.S., 2006

Michael Thomas Freeman

	 Butte, Montana
	 Christendom College
		  B.A., 2006

Michael Phillip Gaffney

	 Washington Township, New Jersey
	 St. Mary’s College of Maryland
		  B.A., 2005

Christopher Beau Galloway

	 Gilbert, South Carolina
	 University of South Carolina
		  B.A., 2006

Charles Edward Gates Jr.
	 Irvine, California
	 Stanford University
		  B.A., 2003

Bartholomew John Gengler

	 Denver, Colorado
	 University of Colorado, Boulder
		  B.A., 2003

Charles Ryan Germany

	 Atlanta, Georgia
	 University of Georgia
		  A.B., 2006

Timothy Ray Gilbert

	 Danville, Kentucky
	 University of North Carolina
		  B.S., 2004

Sahang-Hee Hahn

	 Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
	 University of Pennsylvania
		  B.A., 2005

Kathryn Ann Hall

	 Tulsa, Oklahoma
	 Middlebury College
		  B.A., 2004

John Amos Harter

	 San Bernardino, California
	 Univ. of California, Santa Barbara
		  B.A., 2003

Alexis Sullivan Hawley

	 Winter Park, Florida
	 Dartmouth College
		  A.B., 2004

Samuel Joseph Hawley

	 Chesapeake, Virginia
	 Old Dominion University
		  B.A., 2005

Christopher William Henry

	 Northborough, Massachusetts
	 Cooper Union
		  B.E., 2006

Bradley Robert Henson

	 Rochester, New York
	 University of Rochester
		  B.A., 2005

Sarah Alison Perkins Hess

	 Rockville, Maryland
	 Dartmouth College
		  A.B., 2005

Katherine Elizabeth Houren

	 Novi, Michigan
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2005



Nathan Eugene Hoyle

	 West Friendship, Maryland
	 Towson State University
		  B.S., 2002

David Paul Hubka

	 Playa Del Rey, California
	 University of California, Berkeley
		  B.A., 2003

Jonathan Dale Hughes

	 Lexington, North Carolina
	 Davidson College
		  B.A., 2005

Kristen Ann Hutchens

	 Tampa, Florida
	 Georgetown University
		  B.S., 2004

Andrew Pearsal Hynes

	 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
	 Clark University
		  B.A., 2004

Spencer Raymond Jarvis

	 Saint Johns, Arizona
	 Brigham Young University
		  B.A., 2006

Karah Lange Jones

	 Mechanicsville, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2004

Christine Noel Kidwell

	 McLean, Virginia
	 Cornell University
		  A.B., 2005

David Christopher Kiebler

	 Lexington, Kentucky
	 Transylvania University
		  B.A., 2005

Erica Rae Shamblin Knott

	 Fort Mill, South Carolina
	 Furman University
		  B.A., 2003

Stella Sookyong Ko

	 Fort Lauderdale, Florida
	 University of Florida
		  B.S., 2004

Jeffrey N. Krachun

	 Marlton, New Jersey
	 William Paterson Coll. of New Jersey
		  B.A., 2006

Russell Nicholas Kruse

	 Brighton, Illinois
	 Saint Louis University
		  B.A., 2006

Christopher Andrew Lauderman

	 Waverly, West Virginia
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2006

Noah Clarke Lauricella

	 Dwight, Illinois
	 Denison University
		  B.A., 2004

Ashley Elizabeth Lawson

	 Chesterfield, Virginia
	 Eastern Nazarene College
		  B.A., 2006

Erik Broch Lawson

	 Manassas, Virginia
	 Virginia Tech
		  B.A., 2005

Garrett Shea Ledgerwood

	 Alamogordo, New Mexico
	 Texas Tech University
		  B.B.A., 2001

Daniel Lee

	 Bayside, New York
	 State Univ. of New York, Binghamton
		  B.A., 2006

Jennifer W. Lin

	 Great Falls, Virginia
	 James Madison University
		  B.A., 2002



Todd Harper Lindsey

	 Rome, Georgia
	 University of Georgia
		  B.S., 2006

Angela Frances Littlejohn

	 Seneca, South Carolina
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2006

Yue Liu

	 Tangshan, Hebei, China
	 University of Maryland
		  B.A., 2005

Robert Edgar Logue

	 Cary, North Carolina
	 University of North Carolina
		  B.A., 2004

Michael James Lombardino

	 Houston, Texas
	 University of Texas, Austin
		  B.A., 2004

Kate Meredith Loudenslagel

	 Phoenix, Arizona
	 University of Dallas
		  B.A., 2006

Peter S. Massaro III
	 Lindenhurst, New York
	 Bucknell University
		  B.A., 2006

Michael Thomas McCarthy

	 Latrobe, Pennsylvania
	 Washington & Jefferson College
		  B.A., 2006

Thomas Hayden McElroy

	 New Orleans, Louisiana
	 University of Pennsylvania
		  B.A., 2003

Daniel Patrick McNamara

	 Lynchburg, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2002

Francis DeSales McWilliams IV
	 Houston, Texas
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2001

Roger Herbert Miksad

	 Charlottesville, Virginia
	 Virginia Tech
		  B.S., 2004

Abigail Adams Moffat

	 New York, New York
	 Tufts University
		  B.A., 2004

Peter Reddick Montefusco

	 Frederick, Maryland
	 St. Mary’s College of Maryland
		  B.A., 2006

Andrew Howard Morton

	 Seattle, Washington
	 University of Washington
		  B.A., 2003

Allen C. Myers

	 Staunton, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2000

Karthik Nagarajan

	 Chennai, India
	 Georgetown University
		  B.S., 2001

Jessica Elaine Nelson

	 Matthews, North Carolina
	 Southern Virginia University
		  B.A., 2005

Blaine Bennington Nicholson

	 Maryville, Tennessee
	 Hampden-Sydney College
		  B.A., 2002

Arif Shamsherali Noorani

	 Fayetteville, Georgia
	 University of Chicago
		  B.A., 2006



Jonathan Paul Rosamond

	 Greenville, South Carolina
	 University of North Carolina
		  B.A., 2006

Jonathan Keith Ross

	 San Antonio, Texas
	 Wesleyan University
		  B.A., 2005

Nerissa Neal Rouzer

	 Charlottesville, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2006

Eduardo E. Safille

	 Miami, Florida
	 University of Pennsylvania
		  B.A., 2004

Nicholas Scannavino

	 Fort Lauderdale, Florida
	 Concordia University
		  B.A., 2004

Gregory Lawson Schinner

	 Ijamsville, Maryland
	 Hood College
		  B.A., 2006

Richard William Schlauch

	 Milltown, New Jersey
	 College of William and Mary
		  B.A., 2006

Anthony Michael Segura

	 Alpharetta, Georgia
	 Emory University
		  B.A., 2005

Vimi H. Shad

	 Long Beach, California
	 University of California, Berkeley
		  B.A., 2005

Laura Christine Matney Shapiro

	 Bloomington, Indiana
	 Simon’s Rock College of Bard
		  B.A., 2001

Oleg V. Nudelman

	 Cherry Hill, New Jersey
	 Haverford College
		  B.A., 2005

Ketan Vinodkumar Patel

	 Lake Mary, Florida
	 University of Florida
		  B.S., 2003

Elizabeth Anne Plachta

	 Roswell, Georgia
	 Georgia Institute of Technology
		  B.S., 2003

Christopher Shawn Potter

	 Roanoke, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2005

Allie Matthews Raether

	 McLean, Virginia
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2003

Simran Rahi

	 Ashburn, Virginia
	 George Mason University
		  B.A., 2006

Nainesh Ramjee

	 Whippany, New Jersey
	 New York University
		  B.A., 2004

Jesse McLaughlin Rappole

	 Bemus Point, New York
	 University of North Carolina
		  B.A., 2005

Robert Carter Thomson Reed

	 Alexandria, Virginia
	 Boston College
		  B.A., 2004

Virginia Helen Rogers

	 Jackson, Mississippi
	 Mississippi State University
		  B.A., 2004



Mark Jared Sullivan

	 Arlington, Massachusetts
	 Hiram College
		  B.A., 1998

Mark Allan Sweeney Jr.
	 Richmond, Virginia
	 Dartmouth College
		  A.B., 2005

John Ryan Syllaios

	 Dallas, Texas
	 University of Texas, Austin
		  B.B.A., 2003

Bridget Marie Tainer-Parkins

	 Roanoke, Virginia
	 Roanoke College
		  B.A., 2006

Crystal Elizabeth Teed

	 Washington, District of Columbia
	 Catholic University of America
		  B.S., 2002

Sanjay Samuel Thomas

	 Silver Spring, Maryland
	 University of Maryland
		  B.S., 2005

Kathryn Anne Trau

	 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	 University of Virginia
		  B.A., 2004

Matthew Scott Tyree

	 Charleston, West Virginia
	 West Virginia University
		  B.S., 2006

Srikanth Vadakapurapu

	 Hyderabad, India
	 Birla Inst. of Technology and Science
		  B.E., 2000

Robert Moir Van Horn

	 Castine, Maine
	 University of Maine
		  B.A., 2004

Jordan Kelly Sharpes

	 Harrisonburg, Virginia
	 Middle Tennessee State University
		  B.S., 2005

Sarah Jean Shyr

	 Dallas, Texas
	 Cornell University
		  B.S., 2006

Alan Palmer Smith

	 Newhall, California
	 Brigham Young University
		  B.A., 2006

Jefferson Davis Smith IV
	 Richmond, Virginia
	 Virginia Military Institute
		  B.A., 2005

Nathaniel M. Smith

	 Stockbridge, Georgia
	 Clayton State University
		  B.A., 2006

Ryan Hansen Staley

	 Virginia Beach, Virginia
	 James Madison University
		  B.S., 2006

Rebecca D. Stanglein

	 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
	 Providence College
		  B.A., 2006

Andrew Robb Stewart

	 Chevy Chase, Maryland
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2000

Kelley Frances Stieler

	 Martinez, California
	 George Washington University
		  B.S., 2005

Laura Elizabeth Strick

	 Charlottesville, Virginia
	 George Mason University
		  B.S., 2006



Jeanette S. Wei

	 Corona, New York
	 New York University
		  B.A., 2004

Andrew Timothy Wendell

	 Jacksonville, Florida
	 Colgate University
		  B.A., 2003

Emily Ayliffe White

	 Saint Gabriel, Louisiana
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2006

Megan Leigh Williams

	 Redmond, Washington
	 Whitman College
		  B.A., 2005

Jonathan Robert Wright

	 Roswell, Georgia
	 Washington and Lee University
		  B.A., 2003

Fang Ye

	 Jiang Yin, Jiang su Province, 
	 P.R. China
	 Nanjing University
		  LL.B., 2006

Elizabeth Sarah Yost

	 Anacortes, Washington
	 Western Washington University
		  B.A., 2006

William Preston Young

	 Oak Ridge, North Carolina
	 Centre College
		  B.S., 2005



Cum Laude

Nicole Christine Bright

Travis Grahn Cushman

Katherine DeForest

Michael Phillip Gaffney

Christopher Beau Galloway

Charles Ryan Germany

Sarah Alison Perkins Hess

Nathan Eugene Hoyle

Kristen Ann Hutchens

Ashley Elizabeth Lawson

Allie Matthews Raether

Robert Carter Thomson Reed

Nerissa Neal Rouzer

Andrew Robb Stewart

Kelley Frances Stieler

Megan Leigh Williams

Elizabeth Sarah Yost

HONORS AND AWARDS

Summa Cum Laude

Garrett Shea Ledgerwood

Oleg V. Nudelman

Gregory Lawson Schinner

Bridget Marie Tainer-Parkins

Magna Cum Laude

Joseph Stephen Camden

Ryan Matthew Decker

Vincent Anthony Dongarra

Shani Rosanne Else

Daniel Hackett Ennis

Michelle Lynn Evans

Berit Louise Everhart

Rachel Marriner Flynn

Christopher William Henry

Karah Lange Jones

Christopher Andrew Lauderman

Michael James Lombardino

Peter S. Massaro III
Roger Herbert Miksad

Andrew Howard Morton

Allen C. Myers

Arif Shamsherali Noorani

Mark Allan Sweeney Jr.
Emily Ayliffe White



Order of the Coif

Daniel Hackett Ennis

Michelle Lynn Evans

Rachel Marriner Flynn

Christopher William Henry

Garrett Shea Ledgerwood

Peter S. Massaro III
Roger Herbert Miksad

Andrew Howard Morton

Allen C. Myers

Arif Shamsherali Noorani

Oleg V. Nudelman

Gregory Lawson Schinner

Bridget Marie Tainer-Parkins

Emily Ayliffe White



John W. Davis Prize for Law
(highest cumulative grade point average)

Gregory Lawson Schinner

Academic Progress Award
(most satisfactory scholastic progress in final year)

Matthew Scott Tyree

Virginia Trial Lawyers Association Award
(effective trial advocacy)

Ketan Vinodkumar Patel

Roy L. Steinheimer Jr. Commercial Law Award
(excellence in commercial law)
Michael James Lombardino

Calhoun Bond University Service Award
(significant contribution to the University community)

George Calvin Awkward III and Kristen Ann Hutchens

Frederic L. Kirgis Jr. International Law Award
(excellence in international law)

Crystal Leigh Doyle and Mark Jared Sullivan

National Association of Women Lawyers Award
(outstanding woman law student)

Rebecca D. Stanglein

Charles V. Laughlin Award
(outstanding contribution to moot court program)

Rachel Marriner Flynn

Randall P. Bezanson Award
(outstanding contribution to diversity in the life of the Law School community)

Erica Rae Shamblin Knott

Virginia Bar Family Law Section Award
(excellence in the area of family law)
Bridget Marie Tainer-Parkins

American Bankruptcy Institute Medal
(excellence in the study of bankruptcy law)

Garrett Shea Ledgerwood



Barry Sullivan Constitutional Law Award
(excellence in constitutional law)

Oleg V. Nudelman

James W. H. Stewart Tax Law Award
(excellence in tax law)
Michael P. Duffy

Thomas Carl Damewood Evidence Award
(excellence in the area of evidence)

Joseph Stephen Camden and Megan Leigh Williams

A. H. McLeod-Ross Malone Advocacy Award
(distinction in oral advocacy)
Arif Shamsherali Noorani

Student Bar Association President Award
(recognition for services as President of the Student Bar Association)

Kathryn Ann Hall
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