
Daniel Clovis Moomaw 
September 10, 1886- October 5, 1918 



The Descendants of 80th Division Veterans organized in 2003 to perpetuate the memories of the military 
personnel who sacrificed so much for our freedom, and to continue to honor these Veterans at a time 
when they can no longer pay personal tribute to their fellow comrades. 

On this Veterans ·Day 2005 , we have come to Lee Chapel on the Campus of Washington and Lee 
University in Lexington, Virginia , to honor all Veterans, but in particular, one Veteran of the 80th 
Division, who gave his life in the woods of France in October 191 8. 

An alumnus of the University of Virginia as well as a graduate, Law Professor, and assistant coach at 
Washington and Lee, Daniel Clovis Moomaw had attended unofficial officers ' training courses, so that 
when he entered the Army, he was commissioned a second lieutenant. As a conscientious objector, he 
could have avoided service, but , not having a family to support, he felt it incumbent upon him to enter the 
Armed Services of his Country. 

In the affidavits which follow the program, you can read the testimony of his commanding officers that 
relate the bravery and dedication this man exhibited. These documents were the catalyst for the pursuit 
of the honors being paid to Lieutenant Moomaw, eighty-seven years after his fatal mission. Please note , 
too, that his military records indicate that he used the name Clovis, rather than Daniel. Copies of several 
other documents are included for your information. 

Clovis Moomaw was the second member of his family to lose his life during the Great War. His second 
cousin, Louis Moomaw Layman, of Troutville , had also been educated at Washington and Lee, and 
following a forestry course at the University of Michigan, went to work in a logging camp in Canada. 
He joined the I st Canadian Mounted Rifles at Saskatchewan in December I 914 and as a Corporal , 
Layman was killed in action in August 191 6 at Ypres. We thank Pat Hickin for providing this information. 

We are truly grateful to the staff of the University, and to President Beckley, for hosting the program in 
remembrance of their alumnus. A special thanks to Carole Porter, Assistant to the Dean of the School of 
Law, for her assistance in making all of the arrangements for the program. We appreciate the 
participation of so many of the staff of Washington and Lee University, and for their hospitality in 
providing a reception following the official recognition of these posthumous honors . 

We thank the members of the 80th Division Veterans Association and personnel from the -80th (IT) Division 
for their contributions to these activities. A very special thank you to Moomaw family members for 
attending the memorial service, and particularly, we want to express our gratitude to Doug Mumma and 
Bob Moomaw for making initial contacts with the family for us, and for their extensive genealogical 
research that identified so many members of this extended family. 

This service shall also be a remembrance for all of our military personnel. May God Bless America and 
we pray that He will watch over all of our Troops presently serving in harm 's way. 



VDI84MI DAY TaiBVTI 
to 

DAMIIL CLOVII iAOO~ W 

Lee Chapel, Washington and Lee University 
Lexington, Virginia 
November 11, 2005 

1600 hours 

Presentation of Colors 
7th Brigade, 801

h Division (IT), Salem 

Invocation 
William C. Datz, Chaplain, Washington and Lee University 

Remarks and Introduction of Staff 
Harlan Beckley, Interim President, Washington and Lee University 

Introduction of Moomaw Family and Invited Guests 
Lee S. Anthony, Commander, Descendants of 80th Division Veterans 

Reading - "In Flanders Fields" 
Rebecca S. Mumma 

Presentation to Washington and Lee University in Honor of Lieutenant Moomaw 
Lee S. Anthony, Commander, and Bruce W. Smith, Historian, 

Descendants of 80th Division Veterans 
Accepting for the University 

John Jacobs, Archivist, Washington and Lee University 

Guest Comments 

Colors Retired 

Reception follows in Morris House 



To: 

From: 

21 Rue Daunou, Paris, France 

.March 22nd, 1938. 

Bureau of Awards, War Departmen·t, Washington, D. c. 

Charles Sweeny, fonnerly Commander, F'ir st Batt al ion, 

318th Infantry, Eightieth Division. 

Subject: Recommendation for award of Distinguished Servi cFl Cross 

posthumously to First Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw, l A. te firot 

Battalion. 318th InfantrJ', Eightieth Division. 

October 5th, 1918, the First Battalion, 318th Inffl.nt ry, Eightieth 

Division had been attached for duty since the preceeding Sept ember 26th 

to the General Commanding the Eighth Brigade, Fourth Divisio11 i n lino nf 

battle on the right flank of the Eightieth Division. Early on the morn­

ing of this day, in compliance with order s from Brie;ade Ilea.dqunrte r s, I 

ordered First Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw, First Battalion, 316th l nfautry 

to report with his platoon for duty to Brigade Headquarters. 

On arrival there he was instructed tlwt his platoon was to be oq:;nu­

ized into liaison groups for service with the units of the f ront line aud 

that as soon as he had completed this organization he woul d be at liberty 

to rejoin his battalion. At the same time he was inform0cJ thnt order c 

had just been issued for his battalion to advance and occupy the south 

west corner of the Bois de Faye where, as the result of a Germe.n ~ou.ntcr~ 

attach, liaison had been lost between the first l ine clements of t he Fourth 

and Eightieth Divisions. 

Once his liaisons organized, Lieutenant Moomaw would hnvc been per­

fectly justified in rejoining his battalion in passing by Bd.gnde Head­

quarters e.nd then in comparative safety behind the lines. Instead of 

wh i ch from the front lines of the Fourth Division he decidod to . o.tt empt 
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Cliarles Sweeny -2-

to reach his co~nand in passing by the foug~t over zone of the Bois de Faye, 

realizing that any information he might obtain would be of the greatest value 

to his battalion comm~1der. He reported to me at the southern edge of the 

Bois de Faye shortly after my arrival there. The information which he had 

gathered proved afterwards to be extremely accurate and of the greatest value, 

Shortly afterwards he was killed by a shell. 

The judgement, initiative and courage displayed by this officer on this 

occasion were of the highest order. Whether he went beyond his duty in re-

connointering the Bois de Faye instead of rejoining his battalion by the 

longer and safer route is a question left to the appreciation of each indiv-

idua.l. As his immediate commanding officer, however, I f'eel that his conduct 

is worthy of all praise, a model and an inspiration for future officers and 

soldiers. It is not only a duty but an honor to reconnnend that the Distinguished 

Service Cross be awarded to him posthumously. 

I had intended to make this recommendation at the time but in the press 
-

of events it slipped my memoryv I hope that it will not be deemed too late 

to grant to his memory the reward it merits. 

Charles Sweeny 

Late Major Commanding 

First Battalion, 318th Infantry. · 



STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OOUNT.Y 0I" WESTMORllltAllll) 

Bote>:ro ma., a Notary Publ!o, in and fC".~'1: said County nd State, 
po%'8onally ~rune Vin.ctent R. smith, ot Linooln High:ilray East, Gr~~rw­
bl.ll'lh Pa .i who_. boing duly .aw~n c.ccorcltng to law, ·did dopoae and 
aay as to l!We; 

On ooto'b.er 5;.;. l.~lS.. :,t w~e • Pi.rat Liout.cmant ot the 3lBth 
ln.f$.nby! 80th Pividon .A.. E. F. I W&l A\'l.tomntio Arlll~ 0f't1QO'll' 
of' the li' rst B{l.trt;alion and on udd Cla.te wu o:~ting cu1 a l..U.ill.on 
Oi't1e{)l" betw~on Major Charles Svtoeney, Battalion comnandev, and 
tho va.rioua · oompany colMIIll:'ld~:r~~... · · 

That on th.o morning e>t Olilh'bo~ s 1 l9l.S, ordll.ll"l w~ro re~H•ivod 
by Majo:• sweeney fo'!." tho l~irtJt Battat,.on to t:Qlo) tho Bois d.$ 'Fay&, 
a podt'-on ~n tho top of a llill 1tnmli!ld1at0·ly in fl"<!n·~ O·f the pod-

' ticm wo WQ:re then in, und ~oui; ono tnill!l cl.i~tant.. Tl'w to;v:~.~it~ 
l-yi~ 'bo'llwo~n <>-u:r tb.o:n podtton and the Boi~ <1o Faye wat~ open !ilnd 
'being ~bjoctl!ld. to ontilo.C.@ m.acb.in~> gun i'iro from two eidu, dir· 
ect 1"irt) from the tx-ont with t ... Qncb. m~~t$.l:"& ~and Jllji!I,Mi~ suna lil.l'l4 
br heavy lilholling fr->lll ou:r 'IL*ight ;r~u·, a t1.u-n :1n tlul Mouse Riven.• 
ma.ldr~g this poes ib. l~. Q. ur attol'tlpt to entor the woolis wqa luu1ard­
ous and ou.r 111uecentu1 a~·x"!val th$ro Wlllj very qlastionable. I 
wa~ di:roctod to k$op Battalion ijeadqunrtor~ and th& va:r1oue Gom• 
pany oomma:ndo:ru in co:ultflnt contact .. 

F:l.l"at L!outona:tt Olovh Moomaw ot "D" Oom~,. 3l8th J:n..fa.ntr:r, 
a.nd his plntoon, wan dbpateh.Gd to thtll 8th l3:x>igllld.Cii of the Four.th 
Divb:!:.on, vr'hioh waa on ow:t right,. Tho platoon wu to aot as lid­
eon 'betw~(jn the odd. 8th Br~ado ot tne Fou;ouh :01Vti'J1on and. o'UX" 
Battalion. 

Lt. Moomaw delin.r$d hia platoon tc:~ the 8th Br1gn4o of thQ . 
Fourth Div:l.don 11nd W&$ the;roCJ ad,v1aGd thnt h$ was not poruonall¥ 
needed. Lt. Moon1aw, knowing thQ o~tr!1S of the Fi:t•tit Battalion of 
tho 3l8th Intnnt17, illiLnGdia to ly he~adod .tor the Boia de Fa yo in 
ordor to make a. p0raonal roconnoiisiil.ne.e Cl:t' th~ tli&mt;) 'bo:f'ore tho 
B~Attulion arrivod. Lt,. Moomaw avtompt.ed to a~quir• th.iJJ informa­
tion even though ho lmew that thlil Bob d$ l~aY" waD held by tho 
enemy, but alao lcnovd.:ng that the information that he could acq.u1'ri!l 
would bo , ot g>.'oat bomli'it to b.i1 own advaneing battalion. 

l with a tow runno:~.•~J, a~r1ved at Bob d;o Fa~ in 4'.\.c!I.VanQo ot 
the 'bAttalion and saw Moomaw in advance~ of met eute:x•1ng the woods. 
At about the same ti.mo, O\U" own barras«~ canm a.own upon us. Thl.) 
bombardment or tronoh l!l.ortat's I.Ul.d ho&vy nrt!ll~ry front the enemy 
Willi torri:t'1c • I _.aw a lurso. H. lh ~xplode~ at 'the odge of' tho 
w<>oda at the point where I had Geen Moomaw entor. At ~Q· oxploo• 
ion, the lowor -halt or a uqia body was sean to :t:ly in tho air 1 
approxill18.toly 30 or 40 i'eo-t• By r~u.aon of tho torr11'io qltolling, 
tlw troopts were pract1oo.lly d.etlloralizod.. 'l'he d:ldling and. maoh ... 
ine gun fire continued th& r~nna.1nder of tho day ttlld at night we 
recoived orclortJ to w1 thdra.w. 

It waa d1rs eovored that night tho. t Moomaw waa mias i i'Ig and h~ 
yta.s continuod to be oarx•ied ae m1~ 1d..ng em our l'oeter. AftC:l:r th() 
A:~.•miatioe • a soa.roh or the viuini uy di~Jolosod. .that tho body the.:t 
ha.cl boen 'blown to pieces at . tho edge of the wooda,. wnu tl'l.a t or 
Clovia Moomaw. . 

Cflpta.:t.n Clinton D. Winant,. whoso wnaroa.boutm u ·e now unknown, 
was• on Octob~r 5, l9l.El .contrnandor ot' 11 D11 Oompnnv and. Clov:tu 
Moomawt.o OoiWnAtl.ding Oftlaar. Captain Winant immodiat~ly :t.•ecom­
m$ndod to M11.1.j or Sweorioy a D. s .. 0. f'o:t< Lt. Moomaw. Ma.j or Swflen$y 
endorsed the icloo. but ata.tod that; the :reoorr.unenda.tion should l'lot 
'be rnado untU wo actually leaarnod whothQr o~· not Moouw.w wu uv .. 
i:ng o:r doad. 
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Pn Novembol' 4, 1918• Clinton D. WinAnt wu v1ound oa ru 1.r1 r 
wao .Placed. in eollDMnd of "D11 compnn:y- a.nd ls. tc;r was pr omottad t ,l 

Oa.pta.in and remained in COmlTlnnd of tho llBlliO company. 1 f l:' tJrtuont:L:,r 
d.hcutlaed with $W@leney tho D. s. c .. tor lloom.nw. Sueenery- ra pan t­
$<lly llnhO'W'!.Ced hj,SI :1ntent1on of SO doing 'btl t th.ou.ght t he l'~OC'llt• 
tnentlntion should not ))~ mnd.e until 1 t waa dof1nihly known wh"' l:ll r?. l ' 
lllo~&w we-re living or dud. 

In Ma.y of 3..919 _. when ·tll,l.il 3l.Bth Infantry wnu nt Bro s t nr. 
Bon c. litDibmnw, or Rorrnoko, 'Virginia, a brother or Clods ~oomMvr, 
wna there in un.roh or infot'lnt1 tion or Olovi a Moomaw. lie met 
Onptdn Jnmu S • Dougla.e cr 111il" company, ~19th !l'lfnn·try anCl. my ... 
ult. \'l'e w4J:nt on:r tbe Wl.PS with him e.nd. ahow~d him the po:l.nh 
whore we thought Olovis Moomaw l1a.d. b<um hit. rte went d1.ro ot.t-y 
to tho poiltt &lnd round the Nma1tHit whieh we!l:re. pooitivGly i cll!ln­
t1fied by n nist watch nnd. by the deoeel.ent-t a tooth. Major 
Cho.rloQ sweene:y, in the me-e.nUmo, had boen tro.nJB!Grred from the 
div1s1on. consoqwntly1 the ror~t~al reoomn1ands. tion ror ~o ttvtard 
or n n. s. o. to olov1s Moomaw wns :never made. 

I can state podbi'll'Gl'Y that had Lt. OJ.ov11ll Moomo.w not b een 
carxoied u :m.1uing 1n e.otion, a r0oQI!1ll1end.ation WQ\llcl htl.VG boon 
:ntt.'tde at the time f'or an a.we.rd ot thtb n. s. o. fli$ 1nitia.t1vl!l• 
hir& complete lack or thought aa to llia poroonal anfety, hio 
en tXT dono into the Bois de Flll7e • w1 th tho knowledge 1;ha ll it; 
wa.o inf'.turbed with tht enettcy".t subjecting himoelt' 110 eni'ilnd.o fi:ra 
tt-orn two sicloat and a te):':ririo 'botribardrnent or H. E•s. nnd tl'8neh 
ntortar~ 1 in order to rao:llitah tho ~ntry ot his 'bo.tttllion into 
the said woods, displo.tod the mo.st outate.nd1ng oou.ra.e;e. I bt!lvo 
ever 8e$n in anr man. 

With the g~ntcst &ntihUmiasm~ I again recommend that n 
poath'Ul'n0Us o.wo.rd ·of the-Diabing'liished. Se1'v1oo Croa !'.1 'be ma.do to 
Lieutill)l'lllnt Clovis :M.oomaw • 

swo-rn to litnd eubscr1bod 'b~!'oro a 

this 3rd d~y of Mareh. 1938. 

, I I 

MY COl«MISSlON EXPXRESt FEBRUARY 191 1939. 
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on th111 mor»J.ns ot Ootobo;V ~. 1918, purauanil to ori•l"a, !'hat Uou~eun.t Qlo'Yie 
lloQIIaw n• 41heted to Npo:ri w1tb. hla pl~toov. to headqua:rtu• ot the 8th ~1pct., 4tb. 
ll1Tbiou, to:zr hUIPOM:L7 4~~y. Tho S~h Bnau•, Ub. l:li'ri.tolll, •• thu 1n the line 0111. 
"tbil ript ot "he eotl:l. Dhbio11. 

U}'Ol1 an1Tell at 8th 81"1&&4• htua.dq.uo.rt~a~a, Lbu.h:taAnt l&ooaw na told that hi• u.­
ttre platoon woul4 'be u.•od aD wnnen lilu.t tha11 b.tl t10Ulc1 JI.Ot pCil"llOI!IU17 ~· uedo4 IUI4 
could rejoin hta oompuy 1n th• la'\1 Battalio~a, $1811h Iutft.tltl')'. 

tiwtelllltl.t 5JOCIIIIII.W' WU t'WIIUilU' wnb tih4 Oll'hl'l ot flhllt hil BanaUon, 15lath IIL­
fantl'7, tor that day e.n.d know tat the Dattalton wa• to &4vu.o• upon tb.t ]i!Qb 4e ra~. 
IUUl, 1n an a.ttemp\l to obtain 1ui'Ol'I'II.IAtion thai: would be ~ b•ne:t'1t to thi.e dv~•• w 
kxiowus that tho Iloia b fayo wu at 1;b41lt tiliL• ocou.p1~4 by lflti.Qtlll" tNOplif, Lilllu.teuant 
~.oo~~~&w 4toide4 upon a poreonn.1 t.'Ooo:unoba-.noe ot tho woodb ll•tore r•Jo1ai.ns hi• own 
battalion. Re oould have HJo1ne4 hb 'ba'iilalion by 4t0il:ls \laolc: ~hJ'OUSh 'Urri \oey::Qcau• 
p1o4 'by fl.o:l.en4ly troo:pa, bowon:r, b.e oho•• 1ih• ure O.usno~• nu.11• ad. eu.o•••4o4 1A 
pu•t:Jt~~>tiq th1t wooda tor lNIIAO dbtlll.I.Oo. WhUe a'llt~Unc to npol."il to th• 'b&tfllll1on 
oott.m1u1br at th• 110uthn·n o4p ot 'lib woo48, .lulwat .o bdly woi:UIA.o4 by ah.u tiM thai! 
U waa w1 th t~ Ql'O&teat d1tt1aW.ty that hu :NIIlll1JUJ 'CIUO 1dentif1c4. 

RGoli)IJWelldaUon tor poathwnou• awa%'4 woul4 b4ve boon udo a\ 'ib411 'Umlt 'but tor tlut 
preaau.ro ot event», .A.ttu· tb .1\.l'lllhtico, Uou.tenant l>lOOIPW wu camtld u "mbuiii.S' 1a 
li.0111on" to» !llll.ll.)" IIIOnth• and \hb fQO\ lltpliJl Ul11.7fl4 & HO:IlliflalOJ1.44itOD 11b&t ftlll4 \Ul .. 

d.oubhdly ht.v• bou IIW.4• u.t tho tllllo ha4 tl:ut nal tu'llll 'bfton Q.o.u. 'i'bo cou.:ro.so, 
ini tia'tin, a.n4 judtiPIIfiJlt d1fJlll41*"- 'by t1«ltonant UOGUL~W on thia OQoauion n• ot 11ht 

. bJ.pe~at onor fond wl~~t.t ho •• &t'Gem)Una to clo iuwlYM tho Pfi!&to.wt <lo.At~<Jr 4IJ2I.1 ball u 
ltot~n •~oentul 1101Ud bd.vo l'R011414 pt~aily ilo 1ih• boll.etit ot tho aowto•· 

i'ol' tb111 p~~&'ll Nl'¥'108 I now W001111Utu4 tl!Al:~ & po~ttlua.woWt &'MUll ot the Pl•dnpiab.­
ri so"1oo Ol"'aa l»• li'IIL4o to Liol.ltfiiWUl'll Olov:t.a liiOCIIIAw. 

S'l'.lTI OJ OHIO, 
JUAlilCL:W oowrr, sst 

~~· s. l>ollS).a.ll, h' •• 
ll'o.-Jrl)' Q&pt!WI. D· Ooi!l.p®f, 
alG'IIh Wut~, 
S.OQA4 b. a~. ut. ~~Wion, 
us"~ xatantJ!f, 
eon Uhl•S.ou. 

Pe~eowly &]ilpeam botole'e m• J. o. BhiW~l)', lG ~&at lb.'oa4 S~l' .. ,, OolWQbu, O~io, 
who dtol.uo4 tbt.t h• •&a a J'irat UwtoDAat ta the Zl81ih Intant»r on Oobbu s, 1918, 
waa 44~tu.t ot tla.o bt Ba1~1oa. ou Mic! elate, na 1ll 'tla GQiiltlUn.•n •d&t ot the Dol• 
de Fa,-. with Ve.jor Qb.AI.rlea 8ntUlf, D&t'Mlioa (lomuum4e.-, ta& .. u. Aa1i•, •• U.t•J:O pll' .. tn11 
at t~ apot whew Uo\lte~t ~~~·• bodr wu folm4, 'llhS.oh l)lau -.a ••11 &4't'&UM 1n 
t~ Soia 4• 1'47•• betw•o. tb.e t.n-U:o~ oooup1•4 br 11b.e 4th Diviaion &114 tb 80th Di'Yi~ 
aion, hila read tho abovo attidavU ot .iamoa a. Douslu, Jr., tormuly Clll.ptdn, 8lSth Ia• 
tant117, and Saoond in 00111Ji&l14 or thf.l lat !lattallon, :!\lOth WIUl~l'Y. on Orio~j 0, 1918, 
o.nd bowa the taot11 atat•d by Oap\a1n Dou&l,u in. the o.bovtt at't1davU 'llo b• au.'batantl&Uy 
true. 

i. a. Sbively. 

Swoli'A to botoH u IliAd au\laorioed 1n =f pl'o;aonoo thh 15th 4Q¥ ~ Feowuy, U:ie. 



Ve rn on R Alde n l ibra ry 
Athens OH 45701-2979 

T· 740.593.2705 
F: / 40.593.2708 

OHIO 
l.J N I V E R.S I T Y 

University libra ries 

Bruce W. Smith 
Descendants of 80th Division Veterans 
P.O. Box 206 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 

Dear Bruce: 

26 October 2005 

Thank you ever so much for the kind and special invitation you and Cecilia have 
extended to me for the Veterans Day ceremony that will be held in the Lee Chapel at 
Washington & Lee University in two weeks to honor Lt. Daniel Clovis Moomaw, US 
Army. I greatly appreciate it. 

Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend the ceremony due to a schedule conflict. But my 
thoughts will be with you and your group on that day. It is personally very gratifying to 
know that the copies of documents which we made for you a few years ago from our Earl 
C. Shively Collection have been helpful to your cause and have contributed to this 
Veterans Day honor and recognition by his home institution. May you have the best of 
luck in your continuing quest for a higher level of award from our government for the 
service and sacrifice Lt. Moomaw gave for his country nearly nine decades ago. Please 
call upon us again if we can be of further assistance to you. 

sb:uv 
~/ 6 
George W. Bam 
Head, Robert E. and Jean R. Mahn Center 
for Archives & Special Collections 



The heroism of Lt. Clovis Moomaw was noted in the book Over the Top with the 80th by a Buck 
Private, authored by Rush S. Young, Company B, $181

h Infantry and copyrighted in 1933. 

OVER THE TOP WITH THE 80th 

PREFACE 

I wish to state that no pretense is made to 
literary merit -- or even to correct language and syntax. 

The following is a chronicle of daily happenings, 
and of notes made at the various points. 

I have tried to present the incidents, as we 
who lived through them, saw them; and r '·crave the 
indulgence of my readers, in all errors and imperfections 
which may be found. 



:OVER THE TOP WITH THE 80th 

One thousand yards to the rear could be seen the 
fields swarming with human beings. We did not know we ~ere 
being backed up in our attempt to take the woods by Brigade, 
Division, and Corps. We were pushing ahead of the "Gray 
Squirrels" and getting machine-gun fire from Bois-de-Ogons 
on our left flank. 

A very amusing thing happened on the advance into 
Bois-de-Ogons~ It was a French tank attack, wherein the tanks 
were supported by a platoon of Infantry f~om Company "I" of 
the 318th Infantry. This platoon was in Command of Lieutenant 
Robert a Higgins• Lieutenant E. c. Shively of Company 11 A" 
was in the rear at the time, however Shively knew of this 
impending tank advance and Higgins' support so had gone to a 
nearby hill to watch them. Everything went in apple pie 
order for· about fifteen minutes. At that time one of the 
French tanks became disabled by a German shell. The Frenchmen 
who were clad in rather grimy uniforms, climbed out of the 
tank on the opposite side to the "I" Compan;y platoon and 
started. back toward the rear and toward the Infantry supporting 
the attack. Higgins and his platoon did not see them get out 
of the tank and when they started back toward the Infantry 
thought they were Germans. Higgins, who, as you know, was 
quite athletic, began throwing hand grenades at this tank 
crew. His aims were most accurate. He kept these Frenchmen 
jumping from one shell hole to another fo-r about five mirrutes. 
Fortunately, none of them were seriously injured. 

Suddenly Higgins wakened up to the fact that they 
were not Germans but members of the disabled tank crew and 
ceased their activities. The Frenchmen were quite angry at 
being thus assaulted by their Allied friends, however, they 
did not stop to vent any spleen on Higgins and his men but 
kept on going through Higgins' platoon to the rear. When 
they passed Lieutenant Shively on the hill in the rear of 
Higgins they were saying most everything uncomplimentary 
about the American soldier. ~hey had had the scare of their 
lives. Higgins was later on the champion 89th Division 
football team. For the past several years he has been 
Captain and All-American end at Penn State University. 

Another amusing incident that stands out during 
the activity on the front was when the chaplain that was 
attached to ·our Regiment "hit the dirt", (dived for cover) 
when a mule close-by suddenly brayed. The bray was not at . :trl.. iJ, ....... -.,~ 
all. unlike the approach of a trench mortar shell - at the 
same time this did not release the humor of the incident. 

The barrage of Stokes Mortars and French 75's was 
lif~ing, we had 'j;o make the woods. As we reached the crest 

·of the hill, it was one sdlid sea pf shell craters, not one 
foot of land remained that had not been torn up by the big 
shells. Machine guns were popping in every direction. Off 
we went for the woods as fast as we could go. Whiz-Bang, 
Whiz-Bang, Crash: Crash~ and a big shell .burst in front of 



OVER THE TOP WITH THE 80th 

me just at the edge of the woods, scattering chunks of human 
flesh all over the ground. On a limb of a tree about ten feet 
high, hung a man's leg with the shoe and wrap leggins still 
on it. Poor Soldier~ Who could he be? It will probably never 
be known. When all the Companies check up, he will be reported 
missing in action. All Companies check up on their men whefi 
relieved, but First Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw could not be 
accounted for. Meanwhile, the War Department at Washington 
had notified his people that he was wounded, condition undetermined 
another le-tter they stated killed in action and still another 
not accounted for. His brother in Washingtor_1 tried to get the 
War Department to send him to France, they refused. He joined 
the American Red Cross, went to France, got a month's leave of 
absence, and went to the Headquarters of the 80th Division for 
information. No one seemed to know, then he went to the Captain 
of each Company of the 1st Battalion, still he found out nothing 
until he got to Captain Douglas of Company "Bn. He stated he 
knew nothing about Lieutenant Moomaw. except: "I saw a man 
blown to atoms just at the edge of the woods on the evening 
of October 5, that man was never accounted for and it might 
have been him. If you care to investigate this I will 
furnish you with maps as to the location, and furnish a 
Sergeant that is familiar with the territory. At this place 
you will find the one shell hole much larger than the rest, 
and that is it." 

At this time, which was the early spring of 1919, 
the 318th Infantry was billeted in Asnieres-en-Montagne, the 
15th American Training Area. Mr. Moomaw and the Sergeant 
started out on their journey to look for the remains of his 
brother with about 265 kilometers to travel. 

·-----· -···-···' ·------ ---------------------- ---------- -- -----------·· - --- ~ 

Extreme s~uth edge of Bois de Faye, showing part of the German billets just inside the woods. 
At the left ts where we were on outpost duty on night of October 5, 1918 
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About a week later he returned ,, having discov.ered 
his brother 1 s dismembered body. He identified his brother 
by the wrist watch still on the bones of his hand. At this!·. : ~~­
time he had been killed almost si:x: months. Thus, the error. -, ~~­
Wf!-6 corrected, First Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw, Company "D" fJ, 
k1.lled in action. - -!:~ ... 

- .· .. ·- · 1, 
Just inside the woods I found C~ptain ~ouglas, .c_~j_;J, 

Lieutenants Myers, Sheehan, and Hort study1ng the1.r maps ,.. __ J;.;ii,~ 
and compasses. I waited in the woods for the rest of the J.!-,~ 
Platoon. Only three of my squad showed up, Corporal Satterwhite, 
Privates Getz and Ethridge. Mitchell was killed, and McKamey 
was badly wounded. The Plato on commanders were tr;ying to 
get the squads together and to get organized before advancing. 
"Where are all my men? 11 each was saying. They were all killed 
or wounded. As luck would have it, Company 11 B" had not lost 
an officer in all the fighting so far, but the company had 
only about 175 men left out of 250. 



A Tribute to Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw 

As the Historian for the Descendants of BOth Division Veterans, and even prior to the founding of our organization , I have researched any 
and all data about BOth Division units, particularly those who served during World War I. 

In August 2002, I was attempting to find information on Earl C. Shively, Captain of the 31Bth Infantry. The Internet provided information 
on the Earl Shively Collection, in the Archives of Ohio University. The University Website listed items contained in Box 4, Folder 2, which 
included four affidavits supporting the award of a Distinguished Service Cross for Lt. Moomaw. Lt. Colonel Sweeney, Captain James 
Douglas, Captain Vincent Smith and Captain Earl Shively had initiated these documents in 193B. 

We were already aware of the story of Lt. Moomaw, as it appeared as part of Over the Top with the BOth by Rush Young , Company B, 
31Bth Infantry. Young described the battle for the Ogons Woods, and Moomaw's part in it, so I requested copies of those affidavits, to 
learn the disposition of them. 

George Bain, Head of the Archives and Special Collections of Alden Library, at Ohio University, provided copies of the affidavits and 
stated, "what are in our collection are carbon copies of the originals , and the stamps of the Notary Public(s) , and the various signatures 
are faint and did not reproduce on the copies". 

My first reaction was to attempt to locate a family member, to learn if any of them had ever pursued the recogn ition that the commanding 
officers had recommended. At that time, only very distant cousins, some of whom were in poor health, could be found . These folks 
had neither the desire nor the means to delve into what has become a very lengthy process. They did, however, give their permission for 
me to pursue the medals issue. After the Descendants organized, it became an organizational effort. 

We had correspondence with the Archivist of Washington and Lee, John Jacobs; however undertaking a pursuit of medals was out of his 
line of duties, and he indicated he would have to take that up with the University regents. 

It is now three years later, and after considerable frustration, effort, and a bulging file , we have come to pay the honors to Lt. Moomaw 
that the Army has failed to do. Any attempt to access files through National Archives and Records Administration failed because we were 
not next of kin . Our next effort was made through The Honorable John Warner, Senator of Virginia. He and Lt. Moomaw were fellow 
alumni of Washington and Lee, and we suggested that the Senator would be the most influential person to follow through with an inquiry 
about the affidavits. Because we were not his constituents, he forwarded the packet o the Honorable Rick Santorum, Senator of 
Pennsylvania. 

Senator Santorum's aide made contact with NARA, only to be bombarded with additional forms, some of which were completed at least 
three times. After waiting for months for a response, the Senator's aide was completely disturbed to learn that her original inquiries had 
been filed and the case closed . When she asked why, she was informed that they didn't know it was a Senatorial request. 

By that time, it was early 2005, and our Commander, Lee S. Anthony, Ph.D., a Salem physicist, hand carried the entire file to Senator 
Warner's office again. Several months later, Dr. Anthony received a response from Lt. Colonel William H. Johnson, Chief of the Military 
Awards Branch. 

The Army Decorations Board determined that the degree of action and service rendered did not meet the strict criteria for the DSC, and 
therefore the award of that medal was disapproved. They did allow that Lt. Moomaw was entitled to a Purple Heart and Victory Medal, 
but the Army could not issue them - they provided vendors' names from whom We might purchase them. Our response to Lt. Colonel 
Johnson was that we also had doubts that the actions of Lt. Moomaw had risen to the level of a DSC; however, a lesser award of Silver 
Star certainly was within the realm of possibility. I have read documentation supporting the 619 awards made to BOth Division Veterans 
of World War I, and the wording in the affidavits, while not rising to the level of DSC, most certainly supports the award of a Silver Star. 
Our packet to Lt. Colonel Johnson also included supporting documents to indicate that exceptions were made in the case of twelve 
veterans of the BOth Division who had been recommended for DSC, and when the records were located in 1923, the DSC was denied for 
eleven of them, but instead these men received Silver Star awards. At the time, the Secretary of War requested a review of the 
documents, and the lesser awards were made. We argued that the Purple Heart and Victory Medal were entitlements; however, no one 
from the Army has responded . 

Since we have not had the courtesy of a reply, we have opted to purchase the Purple Heart and Victory Medal, with battle clasps, to 
present to the University in honor of Lt. Moomaw. This gentleman, a conscientious objector, did not have to leave his post here to go to 
war, yet he felt the need to defend his country. His actions saved many of his men, at the ultimate sacrifice of his own life. Lt. Moomaw 
was also entitled to wear the battle clasps for Artois-Picardy (Defensive Sector), the Somme Offensive - a clasp we were unable to 
locate; the St. Mihiel Offensive and the Meuse Argonne Offensive. Three clasps are attached to his Victory Medal. 

The copies of the documents attesting to his actions reflect the intentions of his commanders to pay honors through the Army. We 
present the shadow box in his honor, to his Alma Mater, with the hope that we can all remember Lt. Moomaw and his fellow comrades. 

Historian , 
Descendants of BOth Division Veterans 



Military Awards Branch 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND 

200 STOVALL STREET 
ALEXANDRIA VA 22332-0400 

April 7, 2005 

LeeS. Anthony, Ph.D., Chairman 
Descendents of the 80th Division Veterans 
5346 Peter's Creek Rd. 
Roanoke, VA 24019-3885 

Dear Dr. Anthony: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you further information concerning a 
recommendation to award the Distinguished Service Cross to Mr. Clovis Moomaw. 

The award recommendation was forwarded to the Army Decorations Board for 
consideration. The board determined that the degree of action and service rendered did 
not meet the strict criteria for the proposed award. Based on the board's 
recommendation, the Commanding General, United States Army Human Resources 
Command, on behalf of the Secretary of the Army, disapproved award of the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 

, · ·. 

Additionally, the late Mr. Moomaw would have been entitled to posthumous 
awards of the Purple Heart and World War I Victory Medal (Meuse-Argonne Bar). The 
Purple Heart was not awarded during World War I; however, in 1932 the War 
Department authorized retroactive issuance of this decoration to World War I veterans 
who received wounds or injuries as the direct result of enemy action. 

Although we cannot issue any medals to you, military decorations are available for 
purchase from private vendors who are certified by the Army's Institute of Heraldry. We 
are enclosing a listing of certified manufacturers of military decorations should you 
desire to purchase the medals. 

Thank you for your interest .in the Army's Awards Program. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

Printed on ® Recycled Paper 



William H. Johnson 
Lt . Col. , U.S. Army 
Chief, Military Awards Branch 
Department of the Army 

Visit our websi te: www.Bothdescendants.com 

Mail Address: P 0 Box 206, Fayellevi lle, PA 17222 

U.S. Army Human Resources Command 
200 Stovall Street 

LeeS. Anthony, Pll .D., Co--Commander 

5346 Peters Creek Road 

Roanoke , VA 24019-3885 

Bill Black, C..;--Commander 

116 Beechwood Lane 

Morehead, KY , 4035 1 

Roger Nelson, Akron , OH, Financia l Officer 

Bruce Smith, Fayetteville, PA, Historian 

Cecelia Smith, Fayettevi lle, PA, Secreta ry 

July 26, 2005 

Alexandria , VA 22332-0400 RE: Lt. Daniel Clovis Moomaw- 801
h Division Co. D, 3181

h Infantry 

Dear Sir: 

As a follow on to our letter of April 25, 2005, enclosed please find photos of the items we intend to present 
to Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia, in memory of Lieutenant Moomaw. The University 
has a memorial in place for their former student and professor, and as has been our intention all along , the 
University memorial was to be the recipient of any awards that might have been bestowed. 

These photos show the completed shadow box, including a Purple Heart and Victory Medal; a framed 
display of the several affidavits which were submitted for consideration for a DSC; and on the reverse of the 
framed display, we have included your letter to Dr. Anthony-- the Army's only response to our request. 

No date has been established for the presentation of these items to the University; if you would like to be 
included in this service, or to know the date, please contact us. 

As we have explained in the past, the Desc~ndants of 801
h Division Veterans acted as advocates for the 

elderly relatives of Lieutenant Moomaw. None of them believed they could endure the lengthy process of 
obtaining recognition for their own, but gave us their full blessings to proceed on their behalf. It is now 
more than three years since we first initiated correspondence in this matter. 

We would have been extremely grateful had you been able to have the Secretary of Defense review the 
additional documents we forwarded; not having had any response, we followed your advice to purchase the 
Purple Heart and Victory Medals. We still believe that a review of the precedents set for award of a Silver 
Star, would have resulted in a positive issue in this case. 

Incidentally, per authority of G.O. #75, G.H.Q., A.E.F., dated 2 May 1919, men serving during the appro­
priate time frames -- July 3- August 18, 1918; September 12-16, 1918; and September 26- November 6, 
1918 -- were entitled to three battle stars, for the Somme Offensive, the St. Mihiel Offensive (Corps 
Reserve) and the Meuse Argonne Offensive. This information was not provided until the men were at sea 
on the way home, and many never knew about it. Even the Battle Monuments Commission does 'not have 
this information correct. 

Yours truly, 

Bruce W. Smith 



Preserving history and honor of all Veterans of the 80th Division 

Promoting fellowship among descendants of 80th Division Veterans 

Founded 2003 

Visit our website: www.BOthdescendants.com 

Mail Address: P 0 Box 206, Fayetteville, PA 17222 

Lee S. Anthony, Ph.D., Co-Commander 

5346 Peters Creek Road 

Roanoke, VA 24019-3885 

Bill Black, Co-Commander 

116 Beechwood Lane 

Morehead, KY, 40351 

Roger Nelson, Akron, OH , Financial Officer 

Bruce Smith, Fayetteville , PA, Historian 

Cecelia Smith , Fayetteville, PA, Secretary 

September 8, 2005 

U.S. Department of the Army 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
(Manpower and Reserve Affairs) 
The Pentagon · 
Room 2E468 
Washington, DC 20310 

RE: Lt. Daniel Clovis Moomaw, Company D, 3181
h Infantry Regiment, 801

h Division, A.E.F. 
Application for Distinguished Service Cross 

Gentlemen: 

During the past three years, acting as advocates for the distant, elderly relatives of Lieutenant Moomaw, 
we have made contacts with various organizations, attempting to obtain the awards to which the man was 
entitled. Documents found in the archives of Ohio University in 2002, dated to 1938, when former 
commanders realized that no action had previously been taken to recognize the heroism of this World 
War I soldier. 

While we have not included copies of all correspondence in the matter, in this packet, 'please find the 
following items that we respectfully request be re-reviewed for positive action: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Item A- Copy of a page from the book, Over the Top with the 80th, by Rush Young. This gives 
details of the incident in which Lt. Moomaw lost his life. 

Items B - E - Copies of the affidavits recommending a DSC, dated 1938. George Bain, archivist for 
Ohio University assures us that papers in the files there were carbon copies of original documents. 
The signatures and notary seals were extremely faint on the copies and did not reproduce, when Mr. 
Bain forwarded them to us. These affidavits were submitted by Lt. Moomaw's former commanders, 
Major Charles Sweeny, 1st Lt. Vincent Smith, Captain James S. Douglas, Jr. and 1st Lt. Earl G. 
Shively. The affidavits were among the collection of papers of Mr. Shively, housed at the University. 

Item F - Copy of the document received from Lt. Colonel William Johnson of the Military Awards 
Branch. 

Item G - Copies of a document for recommendations for DSC for twelve persons and subsequent 
actions taken. 

Item H -Copy of correspondence to Lt. Col. Johnson, July 26, 2005 . 

In initial inquiries, we asked if action had been taken previously on the affidavits (Items B - E) written on 
behalf of Lt. Moomaw, and there was never a response to this question. Having reviewed copies of the 
619 other awards presented to 801

h Division veterans, I didn't really believe that the words of the affidavits 
supported a DSC, but do believe they rise to the level of a Silver Star Citation. 



U.S. Department of the Army 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
September 8, 2005 
Page 2 

In our most recent submission of materials for review, we cited a precedent established in March 1923, 
(Item G), in which documents recommending the awards of DSC for 801

h Division personnel had been 
located, but had not been acted upon. These documents were forwarded to the appropriate office for 
review at that time and were denied because actions did not rise to the appropriate level for DSC. 
However, the then Secretary of War directed that these same documents be reviewed for award of the 
Silver Star, the' lesser, but still prestigious, award. 

Eleven men were awarded the Silver Star, and we recently had the pleasure of assisting the daughter of 
one of these men receive her father's medal posthumously. 

Although we had submitted this information with regard to precedence, Lt. Colonel Will iam Johnson made 
no mention of it in his response of April 7, 2005 (Item F). In a follow-up to Lt. Col. Johnson on July 26, 
2005 (Item H), we again requested a review of this particular precedence. There has been no further 
communication from his Office. 

Since Lt. Moomaw was killed in the line of duty, he became entitled to a Purple Heart. While it was not 
re-created until 1932, nevertheless, the medal should have been provided, had application been made. 
The Review Board agreed that he was entitled to a Purple Heart, but the Army would not award one. 
Instead, a listing of vendors was provided whereby we might purchase one. This is not satisfactory. 

A Purple Heart is an entitlement, and we would appreciate receiving one that might be included in the 
presentation to Washington and Lee, his Alma Mater, where a small memorial has been established in his 
honor. The University, in Lexington, Virginia, is anticipating the presentation of the additional honors, as 
are the distant relatives of Lt. Moomaw looking forward to such a ceremony. Members of the 801

h Division 
(IT), as well as members of the 801

h Division Veterans Association and our group, the Descendants of 801
h 

Division Veterans, will participate in paying tribute to him. Lt. Moomaw's religious beliefs would have 
precluded his military service, but he believed he should do something for his Country. He made the 
ultimate sacrifice. Please help us remember this forgotten man. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bruce W . Smith 



Military Awards Branch 

Mr. Bruce W. Smith 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND 

200 STOVALL STREET 
ALEXANDRIA VA 22332-0400 

October 11, 2005 

c/o Descendants of the 80th Division Veterans 
P.O. Box 206 
Fayetteville, Pennsylvania 17222 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

This is in response to your letter of September 8, 2005, to the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Manpower and Reserve Affairs), concerning your 
desire to have the late Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw's recommendation for the 
Distinguished Service Cross reviewed for consideration of an award of the Silver Star. 

As mentioned in our previous letter of April 7, 2005, to the Honorable John 
Warner, United States Senator, the award recommendation was forwarded to the Army 
Decorations Board for consideration. The Board determined that the degree of action 
and service rendered did not meet the strict criteria for the proposed award. Based on 
the Board's recommendation, the Commanding General, United States Army Human 
Resources Command, on behalf of the Secretary of the Army, disapproved award of the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 

The criteria for award of the Distinguished Service Cross are made available to 
each appointed member of the Army Decorations Board for use during their 
deliberations. Each recommendation is given a thorough and detailed examination and 
assessment prior to the Board forwarding its recommendation. Members of the Board 
carefully examine all documented evidence in light of the award criteria. The Army 
Decorations Board considers all recommendations for approval, upgrade to a higher 
award, downgrade to lesser award, and disapproval based on the documentation 
submitted for consideration. In the case of Lieutenant Moomaw, the Board had the 
option of recommending him for award of the Silver Star; however, they recommended 
disapproval without downgrading to a lesser award. , 

In this regard, Department of Defense policy allows for reconsideration of an 
award recommendation only if there is substantive, new evidence presented that was 
not previously considered by the Army Decorations Board. Regrettably, a thorough 
review of the documentation enclosed with your inquiry revealed no new or substantial 
evidence to support a request for reconsideration by the Board. 

Printed on ® Recycled Paper 
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If you feel that the decision by the Army Decorations Board was unfair or unjust, 
you have the right to appeal to the Army Board for Correction of Military Records. The 
Board is the highest authority for adjudicating these matters. To apply, a DO Form 149 
(Request for Correction of Military Records) must be completed and submitted. For 
your convenience, an application is enclosed. The Board's mailing address is: Army 
Board for Correction of Military Records, Support Division, St. Louis, ATTN: SFMR­
RBR-SL, 9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132-5200. 

Please understand that informing you of this course of action does not necessarily 
mean that the application will be favorably considered. The Board will adjudicate each 
case on its merit, and the burden of proof remains with the applicant. 

As mentioned in our previous letter of February 1, 2005, to Senator Warner, we 
noted in Dr. Anthony's letter that he is not an eligible next of kin and that 
Lieutenant Moomaw's distant relatives are uninterested in obtaining his medals. 
Approved posthumous awards can only be issued to primary next-of-kin starting with 
the spouse, eldest child, father or mother, eldest brother or sister, or eldest grandchild. 
The regulatory policy governing the military awards program is very explicit with regard 
to next of kin eligibility for issuance of awards and decorations. Each year the 
Department of the Army receives numerous requests which cannot be supported 
because they are not from the primary next of kin. It is the Army's position that it is 
neither economically feasible nor possible to provide military decorations to family 
members, other than immediate next of kin, spanning numerous wars over indefinite 
periods of time. Regrettably, it would be inappropriate for me to make an exception in 
this case because of the many other similar cases that have also been denied. 

However, if Washington & Lee University wishes to purchase, at cost, a set of the 
decorations that Lieutenant Moomaw earned during his service, it may do so by making 
an official request to this office for a display medal set. 

Upon approval by The Adjutant General of the Army, samples of Army decorations 
(display sets) may be furnished, at cost price, to museums, libraries, and to national 
headquarters of historical, numismatic, and military societies; and to institutions of such 
public nature as will assure an opportunity for the public to view the exhibits under 
circumstances beneficial to the Army. 

Additionally, all decorations, service medals, and ribbons (except for the Medal of 
Honor) can be purchased from private vendors who have been issued a certificate of 
authority by the Army's Institute of Heraldry. We are enclosing is a list of certified 
manufacturers. 
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If Washington & Lee University wishes to procure these medals through the Army, 
please ask them to submit their request to this office for processing and staffing to The 
Adjutant General for decision. 

Thank you for your interest in the Army's Awards Program. We appreciate your 
support of our veterans, and the men and women serving in America's Army today. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

L,l\--tt.t..-c 
nam H. 

Li utenant I, U.S. Army 
hief, Military Awards Branch 



Copied from the website of the Washington and Lee University : http ://law.wlu.eduifaculty/moomaw. htm 

Daniel Clovis Moomaw (1886-1918) 

Clovis Moomaw is a Washington and Lee hero, though this status has little to do with his work as a law 
professor. Born in Roanoke, Virginia in 1886, Moomaw received both B.A. and M.A. degrees from the 
University of Virginia. He attended the Washington and Lee School of Law from 1910 to 1912 earning an LL.B . 
degree. When Professor Abram Staples died in September 19 13, Moomaw helped conduct classes through the 
fall term . Moomaw was named acting professor for the remainder of the year. The following year he was elected 
an associate professor of law, a position he held until 1917. 

But it is Moomaw' s exploits before and after his tenure as a law professor for which he is revered. A very 
popular student, he was captain of the W &L football team and hero of the 1910 game against North Carolina. He 
was president of Junior Law Class, vice-president of the Athletic Association, and a member of the Cotillion 
Club, Pi Kappa Alpha, and of the Sigma Ribbon Societies. After graduation from law school, Moomaw stayed on 
as an assistant football coach. 

Football team captain, 
The Calyx, 1912 c. 1914 
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A simple cross and flags 
mark his grave 

The United States entered World War I during Moomaw's time as a law professor. Washington and Lee 
established an unofficial officer' s training corps. Though intended for students, several of the younger 
professors participated. As a member of the Church of the Brethren, Mood\<lw could have avoided military 
service as a conscientious objector but he decided to actively join in the war effort. After completing U.S. Army 
Officers ' Training School, he went to France as a second lieutenant. On September 29, 1918, early in the 
Argonne offensive, Lt. Moomaw was struck by a bullet and killed . 

In Lexington the local chapter of the Knights Templar is named after Moomaw. At W&L an annual football 
award was established in his honor. 



Dedication 

LIEUTENANT CLOVIS MOOMAW, killed in battle October 5, 1918. This simple inscription on the monum..:nt or an}' 
American soldier at once excites our pride and admiration. To the mere passer by it i ~ an impersonal tribute to courage cllld 
patriotism. The date fixes the great world war as the scene of action, into which America was forced to enter simply for the 
sake of humanity. But the nam~ Clovis Moomaw, identified to his loved ones a devoted son, who honored his father and 
mother, an affectionate brother who stuck close to his loved ones and a loyal and sincere friend, without guile and without 
reproach. These are sacred precincts into which we may not enter. Washington and Lee pays her tribute to hi s vtrtucs as a 
man, as an American citizen, faithful and efficient in the discharge of the duties that devolved upon him, and who esteemed 
virtue as its own reward and patriotism as dearer than life itself. It was these virtues which made his life worth the living ami 
his example worthy of imitation. The proclamation of war found him a full professor in the Law Department, enjoying the 
entire confidence of his associates, and the affection and admiration of his students. He was happy and contented in hi s 
work, and was beyond the age of the draft. His work was so successful that the University could ill afford to lose his 
services, and when it became known that he was about to resign and volunteer for service in the army, trustees and friends 
of the University besought him to change his mind, but there was always the same unanswerable response: "I have no one 
dependent upon me for support, and I feel that it is my duty to go." So he entered the training camp, was commissioned first 
lieutenant and sailed to France. In the anny his devotion to duty, his courage and his manly bearing inspired the rontidt>ncc 
of his superiors and greatly endeared him to his followers. This sense of duty was the impelling motive of his life and the 
guide of his conduct. It led him from a bed of ease to a field of hardship, from a home of comfort to a camp of privati01t , 
from a place of safety to the battlefield, and to death. His love of country, his sense of obligation to it, was greater than his 
love of life . His Alma Mater delights to honor his memory, and places his name among that galaxy of her sons who have 
offered up their lives in the faithful discharge of duty, and to his memory we affectionately dedicate this volume. 

From the Dedication, The Calyx, 1920 

A note on Clovis Moomaw's date of death: 
W&L law professor Charles V. Laughlin, who wrote a biography of Clovis Moomaw for, Legal Education in Virginia, 
1779-1979 (University Press of Virginia, 1982) recorded the date of Moomaw's death as September 29, I 9 I 8. This date 
appears to have been confirmed by Professor Laughlin in an interview with the last person to have seen Moomaw alive. a 
fellow soldier who was an attorney in Roanoke when Laughlin interviewed him. That date is confirmed by alumni records or 
the University of Virginia. The October 5, 1918 date of death contained in the Dedication to The Calyx ( llJ20) is consistent 
with the "Roll of Honor" in The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. XXVII, Nos. 3 & 4. which was in turn 
based on the Adjutant General's report, although the editor ofthe "Roll of Honor" concedes that it probably contai11s errors. 

On the following pages you can fmd the text of an article written in the Alumni Magazine, November 1979, detailing the 
various plaques found in Lee Chapel. Special thanks to the School of Law for researching and providing a copy of these 
documents for inclusion in the memorial. 
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by Rupert N. Latture, '15 
Special Assistant to thr. Prr.sident 

On the Walls 
And in the Foyer 
of Lee Chapel 

I' 
Visitors Know Something 
About Lee and Maybe Jackson, 
But vVhat Are the Stories 
.Behind All Those Tablets? 

Thousands of visitors pass through Lee 
Chapel on the Washington and Lee 
campus each year. Eager school children 
arrive in their yellow buses . Older 
sightseers come in chartered buses, 
campers, and other assorted types of 
vehicles, and in quite a variety of wearing 
arparel. Some of the visitors are well 
informed about General Lee and General 
Jackson . They understand the saying that 
"The heart of the South beats in 
Lexington ." Others ask which side of the 
war General Lee was on, or what was the 
~ize of Ge;neral Lee 's shoes, or how many 
miles General Lee rode on Traveller 
d111·ing the war. 
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Many of the visitors take an interest in 
the plaques on the walls of the Chapel. 
They read the inscriptions and ask 
questions ah.out the{n. People are 

surprised at the number of plaques that 
record the drowning of students in North 
f\iver, now called the Maury River. The 
earliest death recorded on the Chapel 
walls _was that of William Clarence Lynch 
of Leesburg, Va. He was in his senior year 
at the College and lost his life in an elfort 
ln reseue a fellow student . This tragic 
accident oceurrecl on Chri stmas Day, 
lc'~78, when Lynch and other students 
were skating on the river . 

A large br:t.~s plaC]ue states that 
Livingston Waddell llouston of Lexington , 
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Va. , was drowned in North River on Aug. 
2, 1886. Below this plaque is another 
which says that the Westminster chimes 
and clock in Lee Chapel were given in 
memory of Houston in 1948 by his friend 
and brother-in-law, Leslie Lyle Campbell 
of the Class of 1887 . 

Another victim of drowning was Lee 

. ..,· IN l\IIEMORY OF 

M.SUTTON AT.D. 

!v!. Sutton of Kinston, N.C . , on May 25, 
1908. The plaque was erected in his 
memory by his fraternity brothers and 
states that "in the supreme test he proved 
himself." Paul R. Dunn of Raleigh , N.C., 
was drowned in the same boating accident. 
The account of the tragedy in the 
Lexington Gazette states at that time that 
wi thin the past 20 years six or eight 
stud e nts and cadets had lost their lives in 
the ri ver. 

The last drowning victim recorded on 
the Chapel walls is that of Rutherford 
Roland Hall of Moorefield, W.Va. , who 
was drowned in North River on the eve of 
graduation , ·t-.·!ay 29, 1921. lie was 
accompanied by his student friend, 
Fitzge r;ild Flournoy, who tried in vain to 
' " vP hirn 

Henry Hall of' Mobile, Ala . , died on 
Dec. 12, 1902, of typhoid fever . llis 
fraternity brothers erected a plaque in his 
memory, paying tribute to him as athlete, 
stuJent, and Christian gentleman . 

A plaque of' interest is the one which 
says that James Mnrkhnm Marshall Ambler 
t>f Fauquier County, Ya . , died on the 
banks of the Lena River in Siberia in 
October 1880. Dr . Ambler was Assistnnt 
Surgeon General of the U.S. Navy and 
iJerished of' starvation and exposure as he 
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returned from a scientific expedition with 
Captain DeLong's company from the 
steamer, jeanette. (There is a monum e nt to 
the memory of these men at the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis .) 

Probably the first 'v\'ashington and Lee 
alumnus to die in World War I was Kiffin 
Yates Rockwell of Asheville, N.C. He 
attended the University during the session 
1912-13. He was killed in aerial combat 
over Alsace on ,Sept. 23, 1916. He was a 
member of the Lafayette Escadrille of the 
French Army . The tablet to his memory 
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was placed in Lee Chapel by members of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity. 

The Sigma Society placed a tablet in 
memory of Clovis Moomaw of Roanoke, 
Ya . , a 1912 graduate, who was killed in 
action in the Meuse-Argonne battle on 
Oct. 5, 1918. He had served for three 

years as professo r of law at Washington 
and Lee . 

On the same tablet it is recon.led that 
John Arthur Lingle of Paoli , Ind ., a law 
graduate or 1915, Ji ed in th e serv ice . Jl e 
was :1 captnin of artille ry and di ed of 
pneumonia in th e Am e rica11 Hospital in 

Liverpool, England on Oct. 2. 1, l9 Hl . 
Robert McCutchan Morrison was a11 

alumnus of dist inction . A plaq ue in h is 
memory was placed in 1926 by his fri e nds 
and admire rs near the ste ps on th e right 
leading to the platform . He was bo rn nca1 
Lexington and graduat ed fro m Washin gton 
and Lee in 1887. He spe nt his life as :1 

Presbyterian miss ionary in the De lgian 
Congo . He attained inte m ational 
prominence for his cou rageous action in 
exposing the a trociti es su ffe red by th e 
natives who we re compe ll ed by th ei r 
Belgian overlords to brin g in ivo t-y and 
rubber. Dr. Morriso n was p ros ecut ed for 
his action, but was fin ally acqu itt ed and 
vindicated. Also, he w rote th e fi rs t 
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grammar and dictionary in the Baluba 
dialect and translated passages of Scri ptu re 
into the native tongu e . He. died on March 
14, 1918, and was bu r ied at Luebo, 
Congo . 

On the back wall of the Chape l is a 
marker to th e me mory of three me mbe rs 
of the Campbe ll family, men who had 
rendered long and valu ed service to 
Washington and Lee Uni ve rsity. John Lyle 
Campbell was professor of chemis try and 
geology from 1851 to 1886. His son , also 
John Lyle Campbell, se rved as treasure r of 
the University li-01n 1877 to 1913 . Another 
son, Henry Donald Campbell , was 
professor of geology and d ean of th e 



On the Walls 
Of Lee Chapel 

University from 1906 to 1934 . Dr. 
Campbell, the father, made a successful 
plea to Captain DuPont to spare 
Washington Hall during Hunter's raid on 
Lexington . (The buildings of Virginia 
l\1ilitary Institute were destro~·ed by fire .) 
The basis of Dr . Campbell's plea was the 
fact that a skillfully carved likeness of · 
George Washington stood on top of 
Washington Hall , the main college 
building. 

A plaque of much significance 
commemorates the address given in the 
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Chapel on Jan. 19, ]907, by Charles 
Francis Adams on the centennial of 
General Lee's birth. Adams was a 
distinguished historian and an honored 
member of the well-known Adams family 
of Massachusetts. He had been an officer 
in the Union Army and thus had fought 
against General Lee in the war. The tablet 
was erected by Southerners in 
appreciation of the speaker's friendship for 
the South and for the high tribute he paid 
to the life and character of General Lee . 
This address and the plaque indicate the 
growing spirit of reconciliation between 
the North and the South. 

On the wall at the end of the front 
bench on the left is a small tablet with this 
wording: "This marks the place where 
General Lee sat during daily Chapel 

20 

worship while he was President of 
Washington College." 

Facing visitors as they enter Lee 
Chapel is a large tablet which is headed : 

"Liberty Hall Volunteers Stonewall 
Brigade C S A 1861-1865." 

There were 76 names on the original 
roll. Of that number, 13 were killed, 26 
were wounded, 9 died in the service, 

making the total number of casualties · 8 
out of the 76. They fought in thirty-two 
battles from Manassas to Appomattox . The 
names of the Liberty Hall Volunteers are 
lis ted on the tablet. 

To the left of the marker referred to 
above is a marker stating that Lee ChaJ?el 
was declared a National Historic Landmark 
by the U.S . Department of Interior in 
1961. On the other side of the large tablet 
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is a plaque recognizing a grant of $370,000 
from the Ford Motor Company Fund 
which provided for the complete 
restoration of Lee Chapel. The gift was 
made in recognition of the ideals and noble 
principles exemplified in the life of Robert 
E. Lee. The Chapel was built in 1867 

· under the supervision of General Lee who 
served as President of Washington College. 
from 186.'5 to 1870 . 

A small metal plaque states· that the 
iron gates in front of the recumbent statue 
were presenred to the Chapel on Jan. 19, 
1929 by Henry Evans Litchford of Raleigh, 
N .C . 

A large slate-colored tahlet was erected 
in 1913 by the Colonial Dames of America 
in honor of Robert Alexander and John 
Brown, D . D., principals of Augusta 

Academy and of William Graham, 
principal of Augusta Academy and first 
Rector of Liberty Hall Academy. Included 
in this recognition are the names of22 
members of the first Board of Trustees of 
the Academy. 

The school for Personnel Services of 
the United States Army presented a 

marker to Washington and Lee to 
commemorate the occupation of the 
University 's facilities from Dec. 6, 1942, 
through Jan. 31, 1946. As many as 1,200 
representatives at a time from the .Army, 
Navy and Marine Corps came to the 
Washington and Lee campus for short 
periods of training as directors of 
recreation , entertainment and orientation 
of the military personnel all over the 
world. 
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CLOVIS MOOMAW AWARD 

Donor: Lawrence Witten, Class of 1910 

Purpose: In memory of Clovis Moomaw, Class of 1912 

Recipient: For outstanding spirit with those added qualities ofleadership and 
sportsmanship that best represent the ideals of football at Washington and Lee University 

2004- Patrick Neuman 
2003 - Lee Walker 
2002- Jay Thomas 
200 1 - Jeff Powell 
2000 - Jayson Lipsey 
1999 - Bill McGettigan 
1998- Brad Baker 
1997- John Thrall 
1996 - Chris Watson 
1995 - James Urban 
1994 -Robert Phillips 
1993- Derek Boggs 
1992 - Joshua Levinson 

1 1991 - Frederick Rennecker fV 
1990 - Michael Badger 
1989- Christopher Smythe 
1988- Julian Phillips 
1987- Christopher Coffland 
1986- Robert Wilson, Jr. 
1985 - Robert Wilson, Jr. 
1984- Daniel Jayne 
1983 - Robert J enevein 
1982- Stephen Corbeille 
1981- John McKee 
1980- John McKee 

1979- Scott Smith 
1978 - George Berry 
1977 - Mark Duncan 
1976- Larry Banks 
197 5 - Mark Duncan 
197 4 - Rick Kulp 
1973- Bob Brand 
1972 - Don Eavenson 
1971- Jim Farrar 
1970- Stephen Hannon 
1969- Thomas McJunkin 
1968 -Douglass Gossman 
1967 - Phillip Thompson 
1966 - Frank Griffin III 
1965- John Anthony 
1964- Hal Chase III 
1963 - William Ogilvie 
1962 - Thomas Keesee, Jr. 
1961- Stephen Suttle 
1960- Courtney Mauzy, Jr. 
1959 - William Dick 
1958- Edward Dinkle III 
1957- Fayette Crutcher, Jr. 
1956- Isaac Smith, Jr. 
1955- Earl Gillespie 



I watched the flag pass by one day. 

It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 

And then he stood at ease. 

I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 

With hair cut square and eyes alert 

He'd stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 

Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 

How many mothers' tears? 

How many pilots' planes shot down? 

How many died at sea? 

CDR Kelly Strong USCG (Ret.) 

I heard the sound of taps one night, 

When everything was still 

I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 

I wondered just how many times 

That taps had meant "Amen," 

When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 

I thought of all the children, 

Of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 

I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 

How many foxholes were soldiers' graves? Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn't free . No, freedom isn't free. 
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