











Charles Sweeny : ‘ -2~

to reach his command in pessing by the fought over zone of the Bois de Faye,
realizing that any informetion he might obtain would be of the greatest value
to his battalion commander. He reported to me at the southern edge of the
Bois de Faye shortly after my arrivgl there. The information which he had
gathered proved aftefwards to be extremely eccurate and of the greatest value,
Shortly afterwards he was killed by a shell.

The Jjudgement, initiative and courage displayed by this officer on this
occasion were of the highest order. Whether he went beyond his duty in re-
connointering the Bois de Faye instead of rejoining his battalion by the
longer and safer route is a guestion left to the &ppreciation of each indiv-

idual. As his immediate commanding offic;r, however, I feel that his conduct

is worthy of ell praise, a model and en inspiration for future officers and
soldiers. It is not only a& duty but an honor to recommend that the Distinguished
Service Cross be awarded to him posthumously.

I had intended to make this recommendation at the time but in the press
of events it slipped my memory. I hope that it will not be deemed too late

to grant to his memory the reward it merits.

Charles Sweeny
Late Major Commending

First Battalion, 318th Infantry.-





















OVER THE TOP WITH THE 80th

me just at the edge of the woods, scattering chunks of human
flesh all over the ground. On & limb of a tree about ten feet
high, hung & man's leg with the shoe and wrap leggins still

on it. ©Poor Soldierd Who could he be? It will probably never
be known, When all the Companies check up, he will be reported
missing in sction. All Companies check up on their men when
relieved, but First Lieutenant Clovis Moomaw could not be
accounted for. Meanwhile, the War Department et Washington

had notified his people that he was wounded, condition undetermined
another letter they stated killed in sction and still another
not accounted for. His brother in Washington tried to get the
War Department to send him to France, they refused. He joined
the American Red Cross, went to France, got & month's leave of
absence, and went to the Headquarters of the 80th Division for
informetion. No one seemed to know, then he went to the Captain
of each Company of the 1lst Battalion, still he found out nothing
until he got to Captaein Douglas of Company "B". He stated he
knew nothing about Lieutenant Moomaw, except: "I saw a man
blown to atoms just at the edge of the woods on the evening

of October 5, that man was never accounted for and it might

have been him. If you care to investigate this I will

furnish you with maps as to the location, and furnish a

Sergeant that is familiar with the territory. At this place

you will find the one shell hole much larger then the rest,
and that is it."

At this time, which was the early spring of 1919,
the 318th Infantry was billeted in Asnieres-en-Montagne, the
15th American Training Area., Mr. Moomaw and the Sergeant
started out on their journey to look for the remains of his
brother with about 265 kilometers to travel.

Extreme SQW”’ edge of Bois de Faye, showing part of the German billels just inside the woods.
At the left is where we were on outpost duty on night of October 5, 1918
























If you feel that the decision by the Army Decorations Board was unfair or unjust,
you have the right to appeal to the Army Board for Correction of Military Records. The
Board is the highest authority for adjudicating these matters. To apply, a DD Form 149
(Request for Correction of Military Records) must be completed and submitted. For
your convenience, an application is enclosed. The Board’'s mailing address is: Army
Board for Correction of Military Records, Support Division, St. Louis, ATTN: SFMR-
RBR-SL, 9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132-5200.

Please understand that informing you of this course of action does notf necessarily
mean that the application will be favorably considered. The Board will adjudicate each
case on its merit, and the burden of proof remains with the applicant.

As mentioned in our previous letter of February 1, 2005, to Senator Warner, we
noted in Dr. Anthony’s letter that he is not an eligible next of kin and that
Lieutenant Moomaw’s distant relatives are uninterested in obtaining his medals.
Approved posthumous awards can only be issued to primary next-of-kin starting with
the spouse, eldest child, father or mother, eldest brother or sister, or eidest grandchild.
The regulatory policy governing the military awards program is very explicit with regard
to next of kin eligibility for issuance of awards and decorations. Each year the
Department of the Army receives numerous requests which cannot be supported
because they are not from the primary next of kin. It is the Army’s position that it is
neither economically feasible nor possible to provide military decorations to family
members, other than immediate next of kin, spanning numerous wars over indefinite
periods of time. Regrettably, it would be inappropriate for me to make an exception in
this case because of the many other similar cases that have also been denied.

However, if Washington & Lee University wishes to purchase, at cost, a set of the
decorations that Lieutenant Moomaw earned during his service, it may do so by making
an official request to this office for a display medal! set.

Upon approval by The Adjutant General of the Army, samples of Army decoralions
(display sets) may be furnished, at cost price, to museums, libraries, and to national
headquarters of historical, numismatic, and military societies; and to institutions of such
public nature as will assure an opportunity for the public to view the exhibits under
circumstances beneficial to the Army.

Additionally, all decorations, service medals, and ribbons (except for the Medal of
Honor) can be purchased from private vendors who have been issued a certificate of
authority by the Army's Institute of Heraldry. We are enclosing is a list of certified
manufacturers.



























