
“Stimulating and provocative, Mark Drumbl provides us with a new 
understanding of what he calls the oxymoron of child soldiers. It is a discussion 
that is traditionally plagued with cliché, shibboleth and stereotype. His 
imaginative analysis of the subject is set out here with rich nuance and 
distinction, and presented in sparkling prose.”

−− Williams Schabas, Professor, Middlesex University, London;  
Commissioner, Sierra Leone TRC
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“Expertly argued, scrupulously presented and intellectually assured, Reimagining 
Child Soldiers offers a subtle, often unorthodox, retort to the prevailing intellectual 
and legal currents. It is always a pleasure to come upon a book whose very 
great ambitions are fully realised. Mark Drumbl has set the agenda on this 
subject for years to come.”

−− Gerry Simpson, Kenneth Bailey Chair of Law, University of Melbourne

“This well researched book challenges us…. It calls attention to children’s agency 
and invites fresh consideration of the value of accountability, not through 
retributive trials but through reintegrative and restorative justice processes.”

−− Mike Wessells, Professor of Clinical Population and Family Health,  
Columbia University

“Mark Drumbl draws on insights from numerous disciplines – developmental 
psychology, anthropological and ethnographic research, and critical 
intersectionality theory. He deploys these interdisciplinary insights skillfully 
to contest contemporary legal fiction...His book illuminates one of the darkest 
aspects of current conflicts and reinvigorates the international legal imagination.”

−− José E. Alvarez, Herbert and Rose Rubin Professor of 
International Law, New York University School of Law
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W&L Law Professor Mark A. Drumbl Publishes A New Book:
 

REIMAGINING CHILD SOLDIERS
IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND POLICY
 
The international community strives to eradicate the scourge of child soldiering. 

Mostly, though, these efforts replay the same narratives and circulate the same 

assumptions. This book takes a second look at these efforts. It aspires to refresh law 

and policy so as to improve preventative, restorative, and remedial initiatives while 

also vivifying the dignity of youth. Along the way, Drumbl questions central tenets 

of contemporary humanitarianism and rethinks elements of international criminal 

justice. This ground-breaking book is essential reading for anyone committed to 

truly emboldening the rights of the child. 

 
Available from Oxford University Press

U.S. - http://tinyurl.com/usdrumblsoldiers
U.K. - http://tinyurl.com/ukdrumblsoldiers

Mark Drumbl is the Class of 1975 Alumni Professor of Law, and Director of the Transnational 
Law Institute, at Washington and Lee University. He is also author of the critically acclaimed 
Atrocity, Punishment, and International Law (Cambridge University Press, 2007).


